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pregnancies with complications jeopardizing fetal wellbeing are referred to, and their significance is discussed.
Since amniotic fluid is close to the myometrium, changes
in some amniotic fluid hormones might be responsible for
or associated with the onset of labor.
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The amniotic sac will hold the baby and the amniotic fluid
for the remainder of the pregnancy. Amniotic fluid fills the
amniotic sac. At first, the fluid is mainly just water from
the mother's body.
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This monograph represents the first comprehensive review
of hormones in human amniotic fluid and includes data
published up to and including 1980.
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At the beginning of pregnancy, the biochemical
composition of human amniotic fluid resembles fetal
extracellular fluid, probably due to passage across the still
unkeratinized fetal skin 6. Given the interplay between
amniotic fluid and fetal physiology, amniotic fluid has
been used as an important source of potential biomarkers
for fetal pathologies 7 .
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the first comprehensive review of hormones in human
amniotic fluid and includes data published up to and
including 1980. Recently, more extensive use of
amniocentesis for
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Amniotic fluid is the liquid that surrounds the fetus after
the first few weeks of gestation and is contained within the
amniotic cavity. It surrounds the growing fetus, protecting
it form external pressure. The fluid is initially secreted
from the amnion and is later supplemented by urine from
fetal kidneys. Some fluid is swallowed by the fetus and
absorbed by the fetal intestine.
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